




éáíýïõìå áéóßùò ôçí ðéï êáôáíáëùôéêÞ
ðåñßïäï ôïõ ÷ñüíïõ. Óáí íá óõììåôÝ÷ïõìå
üëïé óå Ýíá áëýðçôá áíôáãùíéóôéêü
ðáé÷íßäé ãéá ôï ðïéüò èá îïäÝøåé
ðåñéóóüôåñá.ÎõðíÜò ôï ðñùß êáé óôÞíåéò
óôñáôçãéêü ó÷Ýäéï ãéá ôçí äéáäñïìÞ ðïõ
èá áêïëïõèÞóåéò.
ÖùôÜêéá óôïõò äñüìïõò, ôñáãïýäéá áðü ôá
ìåãÜöùíá, êñÜ÷ôåò Ýîù áðü ôá
êáôáóôÞìáôá, ìéêñïðùëçôÝò óå êÜèå
ãùíéÜ, Ýôóé üëïé ìáæß ìéá ðáñÝá Ýíá êÝöé

åíùìÝíïé óôï îåðáñÜäéáóìá. ÊÜðïéïé “öôéÜ÷íïíôáé” ìå
ôï íá îïäåýïõí ãéá üëïõò ôïõò Üëëïõò, Üëëïé
åðéäßäïíôáé óôï óðïñ ôïõ “üëá ãéá ìÝíá”. Äåí Ý÷åé
óçìáóßá. Ôï ðíåýìá ôùí ×ñéóôïõãÝííùí åßíáé
äéÜ÷õôï...áðü ôï Ýíá ðïëõêáôÜóôçìá óôï
Üëëï. Êáé ìÞí ôïëìÞóåé êáíåßò íá ìéëÞóåé
ðåñß ÷ñéóôéáíéêÞò óçìáóßáò ãéáôß ... èá
âãÜëù óöåíôüíá!!! 
Äéüôé ôá óýã÷ñïíá ×ñéóôïýãåííá êõñßåò
êáé êýñéïé äåí Ý÷ïõí êáììßá ó÷Ýóç ìå
áõôü ðïõ ãéïñôÜæáìå ðáëéÜ. Ðñþôïí êáé
êýñéïí Ý÷ïõí ìåãáëþóåé óå äéÜñêåéá.
ÃõñíÜò áðü ôéò êáëïêáéñéíÝò óïõ
äéáêïðÝò ðçãáßíåéò óôï ðïëõêáôÜóôçìá íá
áãïñÜóåéò...êÜëôóåò, êáé íÜ’óïõ öÜôóá..êÜëôóá ï Áé
Âáóßëçò óôï ôìÞìá ìå ôá ÷ñéóôïõãåííéÜôéêá. 
Ðñïâëçìáôßæåóáé, “ìÞðùò  åß÷á ðÝóåé óå èåñéíÞ íÜñêç
óáí ôá óáëéãêÜñéá êáé áðïâëáêþèçêá” áíáñùôéÝóáé? Ï
Áé Âáóßëçò óå êïéôÜ ìå áðÜèåéá - åóÝíá óïõ ñ÷åôáé íá
âãÜëåéò ôçí ìðÝìðåëç êáé ìüíï ðïõ ôïí âëÝðåéò ìå ôéò
ãïýíåò, êáé áðïìáêñýíåóáé...ãáëëéóôß “Áé..*#@*&
ìïíïëïãÜò”
ÖôÜíåé ç çìÝñá ôùí Åõ÷áñéóôéþí êáé üëïé ôñÝ÷ïõìå ìå
Ýíá êïììÜôé ãáëïðïýëá óôï óôüìá (Þ ïëüêëçñç ôçí
ãáëïðïýëá ðáñáìÜó÷áëá) íá ãéïñôÜóïõìå - ü÷é ôçí
êáèáõôïý çìÝñá, áëëÜ ôçí åðßóçìç Ýíáñîç ôçò
÷ñéóôïõãåííéÜôéêçò ðåñéüäïõ. (ïôé îüäåõåò ðñßí óôá
÷ñéóôïõãåííéÜôéêá  øþíéá Þôáí áíåðßóçìï ïðüôå äåí
ìåôñÜåé.
ÎåêéíÜ ðáñÜëëçëá êáé ôï 24/7 “øáëôÞñé” ìå ôá
÷ñéóôïõãåííéÜôéêá óôï ñÜäéï êáé åìåßò åßìáóôå Ýôïéìïé
íá îåêéíÞóïõìå ôïí áëáëáãìü!
Ïé êáôáóôçìáôÜñ÷åò ôñßâïõí ôá ÷Ýñéá ôïõò, ïé
áóôõíïìéêïß êüâïõí êëÞóåéò áêüìá êáé óôïí åáõôü ôïõò
(ëüãï êåêôçìÝíçò ôá÷ýôçôáò), êáé ïé øõ÷ßáôñïé
ðñïåôïéìÜæïõí ôá êáíáðåäÜêéá ãéá ôïõò
÷ñéóôïõãåííïêôõðçìÝíïõò. 
Êáé åãþ ðïõ ëáôñåýù ôá ×ñéóôïýãåííá, ÷ùñßò ôéò
ðáñáíïúêÝò õðåñâïëÝò ðåñéìÝíù íá ðåñÜóïõí ãñÞãïñá
íá çóõ÷Üóïõìå êáé ßóùò ôüôå ìðïñÝóïõìå áëçèéíÜ êáé
áíèñþðéíá íá ôá ãéïñôÜóïõìå. Ìáæß ìå ôïõò
áãáðçìÝíïõò äéêïýò áíèñþðïõò. Áõôïýò ðïõ åßíáé
êïíôÜ ìáò áëëÜ êáé áõôïýò ðïõ Ýöõãáí. Óå Ýíá áüñáôï
êÝñáóìá øõ÷Þò ãéá ôïõ ×ñéóôïõ ôçí ãÝííçóç îáíÜ!

e are , happily , well on the 'consumer road'
of the year. It's like we're all in this super
sports event - a competition for who will
spend the most each year. You wake up
each morning and plot your strategies as to
how,  when and where your expeditions will
take you. Twinkling lights- songs from
street speakers, hawkers outside the larger

stores, mom and pop peddlers on every corner and all
one big happy family in spirit as well as in praxis. Some
people get a "buzz" shopping for others while still others
prefer the sporting event called me-myself-and I. It mat-
ters not. Basically the ' Christmas Spirit ' is a 20k run
from one store to the next! (and no one better dare men-
tion anything about  Christian "meaning of the season" or
I'll have to break out my slingshot) ! And so the Christmas
season that we celebrate,  ladies and gentlemen , bears
little resemblance to the celebrations of yore. Firstly (and
fore-mostly) the season itself is longer than it used to be.
Returning from summer vacation and going to a depart-

ment store to buy, let's
say.............some face
cream- you are brought up,
face to face,  with the smil-
ing likeness of Santa Claus
and a table piled high with
pre-Christmas -pre-sea-
son-pre-sale items. You

wonder "have I been in hibernation like a snail"? Santa
Claus stares down at you without compassion- you're
about to scratch yourself all over in the middle of the
store just looking at all those fur coats on display and you
remove yourself muttering %$*# !!! *@% !!!!  (excuse
my french!). Finally it's Thanksgiving day and everyone is
running around with a mouthful of turkey ( or at least an
uncooked one under their arms) ready to celebrate - not
the day exactly, but the start of official Christmas shop-
ping. (anything you've spent on Christmas before
Thanksgiving does not count!) All radio stations have
begun broadcasting Christmas carols (and the occasion-
al Dreidel Song ) 24/7 and we are girding our loins for the
mass hysteria to come. Merchants rub their hands with
glee, Brownies ticket every vehicle in sight ( including
their own-due to the gridlock) and psychiatrists dust off
their couches in readiness for the"holiday blues".
And I, who -by the way, adore Christmas (without out its
hysterical hyperbole ) , can't wait till it's just all over with
and we can rest. Maybe then we can celebrate it in a
human and true way. With our dearest ones-those with
us and those who have left. Like a toast - a spiritual, if
you will, toast - To the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ!

By Athina Krikeli    athina@ellopiamediagroup.com 
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The Archbishop sought from the
Pope the return of a fragment from
the Parthenon, which is kept in the
Museum of the Vatican

In the course of their private meet-
ing, Archbishop Christodoulos
informed the Pope about the
efforts being made in Greece to
recover the marbles of the

Parthenon and sought the return of
a Parthenon marble fragement
which is exhiibited in the Vatican
Museum.

The Pope replied that he would
examine the matter and promised
to give his reply in the near future.

"We want to make sure that we're
doing everything we can to wel-
come Greeks to the USA and I was
able to assure the minister that
president Bush and our govern-
ment want to proceed as quickly as
possible to work out the arrange-
ments to provide the Visa Waiver
Status, if that is possible for the
Greek people to come to the US"
Undersecretary of state for political
affairs Nicholas Burns assured
Greece's tourism development
minister Fanny Palli-Petralia, during
a meeting on Wednesday, on the
third day of Petralias' visit to
Washington.
Burns, a former US ambassador to
Greece, made the announcement

to the press after his meeting with
Petralia at the State
Department."Greece is one of our
very best friends anywhere in the
world it's a long relationship going
all the way back to Greek
Independence which we supported
and in modern times we rely so
much upon the efforts of the Greek
government to be close to us, to
support us and we can support
them in the economic develop-
ment" Burns said.
The two officials discussed pro-
moting American tourism to
Greece, and Burns assured Petralia
that the US government was doing
everything it can to welcome
Greeks to the US.

Tourism minister meets 
with Burns in Washington  

News

Archbishop seeks
return of Parthenon
marble from Pope
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what price freedom

By DOUG THOMPSON

The Army's top general says U.S. troops are at their "breaking point" in Iraq
and Afghanistan and the soonest he can get more battle-ready divisions on
the ground is 2008.

In the 10 days following release of the Iraq Study Group's report calling the
Iraq war "grave and deteriorating" while recommending swift action to try
and correct the many problems, 35 more American soldiers died along with
more than 1,000 Iraqi civilians.
But George W. Bush says he "will not be rushed" on making decisions about
what to do about his failed war in Iraq and doesn't plan to tell the American
people what, if any, changes he will make until sometime next year.

As public support for the war falls lower than Vietnam and even members of
his own party defect from his incredibly stupid policies, Bush continues to
live in a fantasyland where failed wars are winnable and sending young men
and women to their deaths is an acceptable course of action.

Republican Sen. Gordon Smith of Oregon got it right last week when he
called Bush's Irag war "absurd" and added that it "may even be criminal."

Criminal: Strong words by a Republican Senator against a sitting President;
Even stronger when that sitting President happens to be a member of your
own party.

Yet think back to 2003, in the weeks leading up to the Iraq invasion, when
Pope John Paul II told Bush publicly that invading the country without obtain-
ing approval from the United Nations and gaining support of Mideast allies
would be "a criminal act."

There's that word again: Criminal. When you strip away the political spin, the
partisan hyperbole and the vagueness of diplomacy, you are left with just
that word: Criminal.

George W. Bush's invasion of a sovereign nation that posed no immediate
threat to the health, welfare or security of the United States was, and
remains today, an overt criminal act. He lied to get approval from Congress,
lied to our allies and lied to the American people. He abused the power of his
office by knowingly withholding information that would weaken his case and
sent this nation into Iraq on a suicide mission.

He's nothing less than a war criminal and should be treated as one on the
world stage and here at home. His criminal actions have killed more
Americans than the 9/11 attacks that spawned his politically-expedient war
on terror and have sent hundreds of thousands of Iraqi civilians to their
graves or fleeing their country in fear.

His criminally insane actions have spawned retaliations not only against this
country but any other nation that dared support his illegal enterprise. Deaths
in London, Spain and even Pacific resorts can be traced back to his decision
to ignore both law and human decency to invade Iraq.

Bush, aides say, is obsessed with his "legacy" and hopes to define his place
in the history books in the last two years of his Presidency.

Too late. Bush defined his legacy more than three years ago when he decid-
ed to become an international vigilante and ignore the laws not only of this
country but of the world at large.

His legacy comes down to two words.

"War" and "criminal:" Together, they sum up both the failed Presidency of
George W. Bush and what may well have been his successful attempt to
destroy two nations: Iraq and the United States of America.

The war criminal

ÊÁËÁ ×ÑÉÓÔÏÕÃÅÍÍÁÊÁËÁ ×ÑÉÓÔÏÕÃÅÍÍÁ
ÊÁÉ ÊÁÉ 
ÅÕÔÕ×ÉÓÌÅÍÏÓ ÏÅÕÔÕ×ÉÓÌÅÍÏÓ Ï
ÊÁÉÍÏÕÑÃÉÏÓ ×ÑÏÍÏÓÊÁÉÍÏÕÑÃÉÏÓ ×ÑÏÍÏÓ

1- Ôï ðñþôï
×ñéóôïõãåííéÜôéêï
ðÜñôõ ôïõ ANT1
sat, óôï ×éþôéêï
óðßôé, æùíôáíÞ
ìïõóéêÞ, ðïëý
êÝöé, êáé ìåãÜëç
óõììåôï÷Þ áðü ôéò
12 ôï ìåóçìÝñé
ìÝ÷ñé ôéò 8 ôï
âñÜäõ. 

Áðü ôï
÷ñéóôïõãåííéÜôéêï
ðÜñôõ ôïõ Hios
Auto Repears. 
H Ellopia äåí èá
ìðïñïýóå íá
ëåéôïõñãÞóåé
óùóôÜ Üí äåí
õðÞñ÷å ç
ìç÷áíïëïãéêÞ
õðïóôÞñéîç ôïõ
Ôæßìé ÌïõôÜöç êáé
ôçò Ñüæçò.

3- Áðü ôï ßäéï
ðÜñôõ - ìÜëëïí ôçí
ßäéá áíôßëçøç
Ý÷ïõí êáé üëïé ïé
Üëëïé ðåëÜôåò ôïõ
Hios Auto repairs! 

4- Ãéþñãïò êáé
Joan ÔóáðÝëáò,
ãéïñôÜóáí ìáæß ôá
ãåíÝèëéá ôïõò ôùí
50 ÷ñüíùí.   
(Óôï æåõãÜñé ç
çëéêßá
óõìðøçößæåôáé
üðùò ç
öïñïëïãéêÞ
äÞëùóç?) Áí åßíáé
Ýôóé ìüëéò Ýæçóáí
Ýíáí áéþíá! Íá ôá
÷éëéÜóåôå!

PHOTO NEWS 

MARATHONMARATHON
Embroidery Company

11 South 36th Streets

Philadelphia PA 19104-3361

CORNELIOS ANASTASSIADES

http://www .marathonembroidery .com/

Ãéá êÜèå äéáöçìéóôéêÞ óáò áíÜãêç
Ó÷åäéÜæïõìå ëïãüôõðá ãéá ìðëïõæÜêéá

åôáéñéþí, ïìÜäùí êëð. Ðáñáããåëßåò êáé ìÝóù éíôåñíåô

215 382 8000
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Åíá íÝï åëëçíéêü ðñïúüí öéëïîåíåß
óôá ñÜöéá ôïõ áðü ôéò áñ÷Ýò
Äåêåìâñßïõ ôï êáôÜóôçìá ôçò
áëõóßäáò Wholefood Ìáñêåô óôï
Dallas ôïõ Ôexas.
Ðñüêåéôáé ãéá ôï spinpie (ôçò alfa)  ôï
ïðïßï ðñïùèåß ç áìåñéêáíéêÞ
åôáéñåßá Optima Foods. To spinpie
Ýêáíå ô “íôåìðïýôï” ôïõ óôï íÝï
ðïëõêáôÜóôçìá ôïõ Wholefoods,
óôçí ðåñéï÷Þ Forrest ôïõ ÍôÜëáò.

Óýìöùíá ìå ôïõò áíôéðñïóþðïõò
ôçò Ïptima Foods, ÉùÜííç Óùôçñßïõ
êá Íßêï Ëïýæç, ôï spinpie, êÝñäéóå
ôéò åíôõðþóåéò ü÷é ìüíï ôïõ
áãïñáóôéêïý êïéíïý, áëëÜ êáé ôùí
õðåõèýíùí ôçò Wholefood Market: 
“Ôï spinpie áðÝäåéîå üôé ìðïñåß
ãñÞãïñá íá áðïôåëåóåé Ýíá ðñïúüí
ôçò êáèçìåñéíÞò äéáôñïöÞò ôùí
áìåñéêáíþí êáôáíáëùôþí. Áõôü
áðïäåéêíýåôáé áðü ôïí åíèïõóéáóìü
êáé ôá ó÷üëá ôùí åêáôïíôÜäùí
áìåñéêáíþí ðïõ ü÷é ìüíï ôï
äïêßìáóáí áëëÜ êáé ôï áãüñáóáí
êáôÜ ôçí äéÜñêåéá ôçò ðáñïõóßáóçò”
Ãíùóôü óôçí ÅëëÜäá þò Êé÷ß, ôï spin-
pie åßíáé Ýíá ðñïúüí ôçò “alfa”
êáôáóêåõáóìÝíï ìå öýëëï êáé
äéáôßèåôáé áðü ôçí ÏPTIMA

êáôåøõãìÝíï óå ôñåßò ãåýóåéò: (óðáíÜêé, öÝôá êáé êñÝìá)

Ãéá ðåñéóóüôåñåò ðëçñïöïñßåò åðéêïéíùíÞóôå ìå ôïí ÃéÜííç
Óùôçñßïõ Marketing Manager óôï 646 388 2538 Þ ìÝóù email
ioannis@optimafoods.com

Ï é ê ï ã Ý í å é á
Ð á í ß ê ï õ  Ð á ð á í é ê ï ë Ü ï õ

SpinPie

NÝá ÃáóôñïíïìéêÞ ðñüêëçóç ãéá ôçí 
ÁìåñéêáíéêÞ áãïñÜ
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Industrial Videos
Documentaries
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Meetings

Marketing and promotional videos
Shooting and posting for web casts

Training Videos
Music videos

Taping of meetings and conferences
718 545 9788

It was a highly successful seminar
highlighting Cyprus’ advantages as a
Corporate Holding Jurisdiction and
business center for inward and transi-
tional Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).

The seminar held at Ernst &
Young corporate offices in Boston was
opened by Cyprus’ Trade
Commissioner, Mr. Aristos
Constantine. In welcoming the distin-
guished audience, consisting of repre-
sentatives from major US Financial and
Investment institutions as well as
prominent guests, including Dr. Mary
Marangos, District Representative for
Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney,
Mrs. Evdokia Yannakogeorgou, Vice
Consul of Greece, and Mr. Karun Rishi,
President, USA-India Chamber of
Commerce and other leading figures
from the Cypriot and Greek-American
community, Mr. Constantine noted that
for the Cyprus government, attracting
and fostering foreign investment is
amongst the prime objectives of its
development policy. Highlighting
Cyprus’ excellent bilateral relations with
countries throughout the world which
include double tax treaties with over
forty countries and bilateral trade
agreements with over ninety, its favor-
able corporate tax structure, highly

skilled workforce, and strategic position
at the crossroads of Europe, Asia and
Africa, 
Mr. Constantine invited the attendees to
find out for themselves just how ideal
Cyprus’ dynamic and flexible economy
is for foreign business and investment.

There followed a detailed
and insightful presentation regarding

the benefits and methods of doing busi-
ness through Cyprus for foreign
investors given by Mr. Pedro Fugas of
Ernst & Young, Ms. Mugdha Lakdawala
of Ernst & Young and Mr.  Eric Van
Aalst of CITCO Corporate Services Inc.
The panelists gave particular emphasis
on inbound and outbound investment
from India via Cyprus, as well as on the
latest Cyprus tax treaty developments,
and the formation and administration of
investment funds in Cyprus.

Mr. Fugas spoke of the abil-
ity for American and other companies
to penetrate new markets both within
Europe and non-EU countries by taking
advantage of Cyprus’ flat corporate
income tax rate and its varied double
tax treaties, and excellent bilateral rela-
tions. Outlining its long history of close
relations with India that began in the
1980’s, Ms. Mugdha Lakdawala
explained that the bilateral agreements
and tax treaty that India and Cyprus
enjoy is unique in its structure and
offers an ideal means for both inbound
and outbound investment to and from
India. With regard to the comparative
advantages of Cyprus as a corporate
Holding Jurisdiction, Mr. Van Aalst
referred to Cyprus’ simplified and
straightforward administrative proce-
dures, low operating costs, and the
legitimacy and stability it enjoys as a
member of the European Union.
In his closing remarks, the Cyprus
Trade Commissioner, Mr. Aristos
Constantine referred to economic glob-
alisation as neither a new nor transient
phenomenon but one that is here to
stay, further stating that Cyprus, as a
dynamic, flexible and adaptive econo-
my and European Union member, has
seriously taken up the challenges ema-
nating from the worldwide trend toward
globalisation with results that are plain
to see. He invited the foreign business-
men, investors and high level represen-
tatives in attendance to take advantage
of all that Cyprus has to offer. 

ÊáëÜ ×ñéóôïýãåííáÊáëÜ ×ñéóôïýãåííá
Åõôõ÷éóìÝíï,Åõôõ÷éóìÝíï,
äçìéïõñãéêü êáé äçìéïõñãéêü êáé 
ãåìÜôï õãåßá ôï 2007ãåìÜôï õãåßá ôï 2007

ÏéêïãÝíåéá Ãéþñãïõ ÁëìõñïýäçÏéêïãÝíåéá Ãéþñãïõ Áëìõñïýäç

BOSTON SEMINAR: 
Do BUSINESS 
THROUGH CYPRUS

×ÑÕÓÅÓ ÅÕ×ÅÓ
ÃÉÁ ÊÁËÁ

×ÑÉÓÔÏÕÃÅÍÍÁ
ÊÁÉ 

ÃÅÌÁÔÏ ÕÃÅÉÁ
2007

Tel : 718-445-7272

36-05 162nd Street (At
Northnern Boulevard)

Flushing

The Cyprus Trade Center in 
co-operation with 
companies 
Ernst & Young, CITCO 
Corporate Services Inc.and
Bank of Cyprus, 
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Working as an independent curator for
museums all over the world, Ms. Giménez is
in charge of the exhibition "Spanish Painting
from El Greco to Picasso: Time, Truth, and
History," which opened recently at the
Guggenheim, she brings pieces of Spain to
New York. Among the outstanding works in
the show are El Greco's "The Vision of St.
John," Miró's "The Table (Still Life With
Rabbit)," and Goya's "The Duchess of Alba."
Now, Ms Gimenez, in these days of political
correctness, El Greco must be called
Kyriakos (Domenicos)  Theotokopoulos,
which the name his parents gave him…

The bold and the weird: According to CNN,
contrary to popular belief, sex toys are not

new and have been around for more than
2,000 years. Many of them were displayed
at the world's largest sex show, Erotica,
early December at London's Olympia. 350
B.C.: The first known use of olive oil as a
lubricant.-500 B.C.: Priests, in Greece were
using dildos in rituals to deflower virgins.-6:
The total number of "Sex and the City" sea-
sons. Lead character Carrie Bradshaw and
her circle of friends are credited with having
helped change attitudes among young peo-
ple towards sex. The television show, set in
New York, started in 1998 and ended in
2004. -4.2 million: The number of porno-
graphic Web sites on the Internet, featuring
372 million porn pages and handling 68 mil-
lion search requests per day.-$60 billion:
The estimated value of the global erotic mar-
ket.

As the world churns 2006

From Congresswoman
Carolyn Maloney

Wishes fWishes foror
MarrMarry Chrisy Christmas tmas 
and a Happand a Happy Ny Neew Yw Yearear

We are happy to inform our viewers that 
as of December 1, 2006 

Mega Cosmos is available 
on DIRECTV for $14.99 per month

WorldDirect customers must subscribe to
DIRECTV BASIC ($9.99/mo) that includes 
all Local Channels plus 50 Radio Channels 

DIRECTV is currently offering a promotion that includes
up to four FREE receivers and FREE installation. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  o u r  t o l l - f r e eF o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  o u r  t o l l - f r e e
n u m b e r  n u m b e r  

1 - 8 0 0 - 3 0 6 - 7 5 2 6  1 - 8 0 0 - 3 0 6 - 7 5 2 6  

 
 

We regret any inconvenience this transition may
have caused you. We assure you that any confu-

sion that you may have experienced was the
result of the failure of EchoStar's DISH network,

the previous distributor of Mega Cosmos, to
properly inform its subscribers of the change.

The Nutcracher
by the Hellenic American ballet Theater

Ãéá ìéá áêüìá öïñÜ ç ÷ïñïãñÜöïò ÅëÝíç ÓêÜñëá ðáñïõóßáóå ìéá ìïíáäéêÞ
ðáñÜóôáóç, ìå “ìç åðáããåëìáôßåò ÷ïñåõôÝò êáé ÷ïñåýôñéåò” üðùò üðùò ç ßäéá
áðïêÜëåóå ôïõò ìáèçôÝò-ôñéåò ôçò. Åìåßò ðáñáêïëïõèÞóáìå ìéá ðáñÜóôáóç
åñáóéôå÷íþí, ìå åðáããåëìáôéêÞ óõíåßäçóç, åíÝñãåéá êáé áãÜðç ãéá óõíïëéêÞ
åñãáóßá, ðáéäéþí ðïõ ìÝóá áðü ôïí ÷ïñü êáé ôï ôñáãïýäé áðÝäåéîáí ðùò ìðïñïõí
íá êÜíïõí ôï áäýíáôï äõíáôü. Áñêåß íá Ý÷ïõí ìéá ÓêÜñëá íá ôïõò ôï ìÜèåé!

PHOTO NEWS

Aðü ôï ðÜñôõ ôïõ ÁÍÔ1 ôï ÓÜââáôï 16 Äåêåìâñßïõ. Ìåôáîý ôùí êáëåóìÝíùí êáé ï
êùìéêüò Basil. óôç öþôï ìå ôçí ðáñïõóéÜóôñéá ÃéÜííá Íôáñßëç   

Öþôï ÄÞìïò ÔóïõêáëÜò

Áðü ôï ßäéï ðáñôõ. ìáèçôÝò êáé ìáèÞôñéåò áðü ôï ó÷ïëåßï ôïõ Áãßïõ ÍéêïëÜïõ
Öþôï ÄÞìïò ÔóïõêáëÜò

ÐáíÝìïñöá õãéÞ ìùñÜ, ãåííáéüäùñá ÷áìüãåëá, ìéá ãåìÜôç áãêáëéÜ. Áõôü åßíáé ôï
ðíåýìá ôùí ×ñéóôïõãÝííùí.
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An ancient astronomical calculator made at
the end of the 2nd century BC was amazing-
ly accurate and more complex than any
instrument for the next 1,000 years, scien-
tists said. The Antikythera Mechanism, dis-
covered a century ago recovered from a
Roman ship that sank off Antikythera around
65 BC and sometimes called the world's first
computer, has now been examined with the
latest in high-resolution imaging systems and
three-dimensional X-ray tomography. A team
of British, Greek and American researchers
deciphered inscriptions and reconstructed
the gear functions, revealing "an unexpected
degree of technical sophistication for the peri-
od," it said. As researchers have reported in
the current journal, Nature, their findings
showed that the inscriptions related to lunar-
solar motions, and the gears were a repre-
sentation of the irregularities of the Moon's
orbital course, as theorized by the
astronomer Hipparchos. They established the
date of the mechanism at 150-100 B.C. The
hand-operated mechanism, presumably used
in preparing calendars for planting and har-
vesting and fixing religious festivals, had at
least 30, possibly 37, hand-cut bronze gear-
wheels, the researchers said. A pin-and-slot
device connecting two gear-wheels induced
variations in the representation of lunar
motions according to the Hipparchos model
of the Moon's elliptical orbit around
Earth……

I f we're lucky, the panel that's deciding on
the New Seven Wonders of the World, will
vote in both our candidates, which are the
Acropolis in Athens and the Church of Holy
Wisdom. Everyone knows the Acropolis, but
of anyone had a problem deciphering the
soaring Cathedral, it is known better a Agia
Sophia in Constantinople…

One of three versions for sure would rise as
the truth of what happened to the five hunters
found with two billets each in central Greece.
It sure is the most baffling of murder cases
authorities have had to deal with. Aged
between 17 and 33, were shot execution-

style in the woodlands of Kalyvia, 280 kilo-
meters (175 miles) northwest of Athens. No
motive established up to now, and authorities
are scouring the region for clues. Late the
night they took off on their trip, the youngest
member, Alexi Nikolopoulos, called his father
frantic, but the call was interrupted. Hours
later, his father found the bodies lying in a
pool of blood…..

Speaking of the Acropolis, when the newly
elected president of the Homeowners
Association in Astoria George Kitsios heard
that there's an exact duplicate of the
Parthenon in Nashville, TN, -measurements
and all-he decided to take a trip there to won-
der  how that famous monument has been
duplicated in the new world….Hey, Mayor
Bloomberg of New York doesn't really appre-
ciate much the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002,
passed in the wake of so many scandals, so
he hopes that will relax the stern regulations
of that ruling…..

Youthful-looking and full of pep as ever,
Gene Rossides attending the Onassis
Foundation Athens-Sparta exhibit's reception
attended by its Athens chief Papademetriou,
told me that this month he had to download
not one but two of my columns. My answer
was that there was much more stuff than
these two columns in them there pages that
he missed. Gene as you know, the one-time
football great served as Undersecretary of the
Treasury before becoming a publisher, before
founding Washington's  American Hellenic
Institute. Who else was at the party? Why, I
won't have enough space to include the
"throngs" attending this unique party. Well,
just to mention a few, Ambassador Loukas
Tsilas left a bit early, but Consul General of
Greece, Katherine Boura stayed to the end,
and so did her second in command, Consul
Sofia Veve, as well as the newly-appointed
Greek Press and Information chief, Polyxeni
Mastroperrou with her entourage, FoxFive
weatherman Nick Gregory, Atlantic Bank's
president Spiro Voutsinas and lots and lots of
others. And you know what? Everyone loved
Popi's delicious hors d'oeuvres and pas-
tries….

The president of the Hellenic American
National Council, Theodore Spyropoulos  got
79 and became the new US regional coordi-
nator of the Council of Hellenes Abroad (SAE
…."

Today's Woman: Flourishing in the Midst of
Change" was the theme of the Hellenic
American Women's Council (HAWC) at the
New York Hilton, and keynote speaker was
Greece's Ambassador to the U.S. Alexandros
. Mallias…… 

Emanuel Polichronakis  is the new big
cheese ( Prez & CEO)at Marathon National
Bank, NY replacing Paul N. Stathoulopoulos
who remains Chairman of the Board, CEO of
Marathon Banking Corporation.…..NovaBank
is now Millennium Bank, as part of plan to
integrate its network with Millennium Group's
network around the world.  Its Chairman and
CEO, George Taniskidis, said the bank's net-
work would total 152 branches by the end of
2006, with new branches opening soon in
Xanthi, Trikala, Sparta and the greater Athens
area . John Rakkou who headed another bank
until its sale to Marathon Bank is the
President and Marios Ioannou is Senior Vice
President…..r

Joanna Savvides, President of the WTCGP,
was recognized December 6th as a "2006
Woman of Distinction" by the Philadelphia
Business Journal for her unique leadership
role in international economic development
for the Greater Philadelphia region

They say that life imitates the stage-or is the
other way around? Whatever the real version
is, here we got a real case of jumping from
the silver screen onto life itself. Imagine the
star who gave us the most resilient sitcoms is
now in a real life situation with her boy friend.
If it's too difficult for you to decipher, let me
explain. Jennifer Aniston's Friends is now a
real life situation with her boyfriend, Vince
Vaughn, where from here on they are nothing
but good friends. We should've seen that
coming after their movie Break Up made it
crystal clear.… 
l

As the world churns 2006
By Bob Nicolaides

Our everyday lives are being distanced,
gradually but steadily, from the Cyprus problem
and its possible solution. A spirit of apathy, indif-
ference, fatalism, cynicism and je-m'-en-
foutisme   prevails amongst Cypriots. In Brussels,
it transpires that partition and recognition of two
states in Cyprus is a possible trend through the
direct trade between the Turkish Cypriots and
Europe and the substantive upgrading of the
Turkish Cypriot "state".  This trend was encour-
aged by us, through our ill-advised decisions and
our omissions during the past three years.

We proved  useless. We deflected our
problem from its normal course. We are now
glued to the opening up of the Turkish ports and
airports and to our recognition by Turkey. Turkey
refuses to concur, for its own internal and other
reasons. However, if we assume for a moment
that Turkey makes a U-turn and says "yes", do we
solve our problem? Will the army be withdrawn?
Will the settlers depart? Will the refugees go back
to their homes? Will properties be returned? Do
we achieve even a small step forward? The
answer is "no". On the contrary, by the recognition
by Turkey of two states in Cyprus, (North and
South) the concept of partition is enhanced.

In order to have the Cyprus problem
correctly resolved, to escape partition, to win the
Turkish Cypriots and to create relations of good
neighborliness -and not military confrontation-
with Turkey (whose accession to Europe will be
beneficial both to us and to Greece), we must take
a sponge and erase the setting we have erected,
which will never result in a solution - it will lead to
impasse. We must demolish the ghost-technical
committees and the endless confrontations in
Brussels, which have caused our European part-
ners to curse the fact that they have admitted us
as members (thanks to Clerides).
We need instead a simple table and some chairs,
so that the two communities may sit opposite
each other, under the auspices of the United
Nations, together with Greece and Turkey (and at

a later stage
with a 
quartet  consisting
of the U.N.,  the

European Union,
the U.S. and Russia)

and address, with pru-
dence, moderation and
goodwill, an issue

which has haunted more
than two generations of

Cypriots for the past fifty
years.So, which are the basic

subjects which may be agreed
and which may lead to an overall

settlement in a few months from today?

1.  Bizonal, Bicommunal Federation:1.  Bizonal, Bicommunal Federation:The
conversion of the Republic of Cyprus into a bizon-
al, bicommunal federation, with a single interna-
tional personality, one  sovereignty and a single
citizenship. Into a united country. All the Plans of
the United Nations from the 1970's until today
(including the Annan Plan) safeguard all the above
with absolute clarity. This has been the finding of
AKEL, DISY and EDI and of all those who are liter-
ate and are simply able to read. Those Greek-
Cypriots who allege that the Republic of 
Cyprus will be dissolved  are not going to be sat-
isfied with any text. They simply do not want a
solution.
2.  Territory:2.  Territory: There have been three official
maps of the United Nations: The Gobbi map
(1981), the Ghali map (1992) and the Annan map
(2002). They all define the territory which will be
under the administration of each community. The
Gobbi map gives the Turkish Cypriots 26.5% -27%
of the total territory, the other two give them 28.5%
to 29%. In all cases Varosha, Morphou and
approximately 55 villages are placed under Greek
Cypriot administration. The question of Karpassia,
which we refused to negotiate at Burgenstock and
1-2 additional issues may be raised.

3.  Constitutional structure3.  Constitutional structure:  The Federal
(Central) Government , the Federated States, the
House of Representatives, the Senate, the Law
Courts are all set out in  the various U.N Plans and
should be discussed. Political equality, which is
an essential element of a federal state, has been
accepted by us in the 1980's and was interpreted
as "effective participation" of the two communities
in the administration -not as a numerical equality.

4.  Properties4.  Properties:  Approximately 10% of the terri-
tory of Cyprus will be returned to the Greek
Cypriots ( 900sq. kilometers or 300,000 acres).
The difficult questions of Greek Cypriot properties
in the north and Turkish Cypriot properties in the
south, as well as the question of compensation,
will have to be addressed in detail. Unfortunately
we now have the additional massive construction
of the past 2,5 years in Morphou, Kyrenia,
Karpassia and 
elsewhere. Our Government is mainly responsible
for this problem, which would not have happened
if there was no negative approach and a relentless 
brainwashing of the people (as AKEL charged)
during the April 2004 referendum. 

5.  Veto:5.  Veto: The 1960 Constitution gives certain
veto rights to the Turkish Cypriots. These rights
were increased, on account of the federal system.
To avoid deadlocks, the Annan Plan introduces a
deadlock resolution mechanism, through foreign
judges. Naturally this provision is not palatable. Is
there, though, any other effective solution, in case
of disagreement, in a federal country consisting of
only two communities? AKEL at its Conference of
the 14th April 2004 hailed the fact that "in the
Annan plan effective mechanisms for the solution
of deadlocks are included, which was not the case
with the 1960 Constitution". One might consider
alternative solutions, like the system in Belgium.

continued page  11

TWELVE POINTS FOR A SOLUTION
Before darkness spreads all over Cyprus

By Nikos A. Rolandis*
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P.O Box 2011 Teaneck NJ
07666

201 837 0095

AA ccountccount ants / Aants / A uditudit oror ss

12/25 - Christmas Day
Join us for traditional 
Christmas Dinner 

all day starting at 12 noon.

12/31 - New Years Eve
Looking for more than just
a restaurant on New Year’s Eve? 
Make it a night to remember at Oceanos! 
Our restaurant will feature 
an exciting menu & live greek music 

starting at 10:30 to ring in the New Year.

HOLIDAY PARTIES
Time is running out! 
Make your holiday party 
truly esceptional this year 
by letting us make the perfect menu 
for you and your guests.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
FROM

OYSTER BAR & SEA GRILLOYSTER BAR & SEA GRILL

2-27 Sad dle 
Ri ver R oad-
Fair La wn NJ  

201 796-0546

WWW .OCEANOSREST AURANT .COM

Come join us

Come join us

ÅÉÓÔÅ ÐÅËÁÔÇÓ ÔÏÕ
MEGA COSMOS KAI XAÓÁÔÅ ÔÇÍ
ÓÕÍÄÅÓÇ ÓÁÓ ÌÅ ÔÏ ÊÁÍÁËÉ?

ÅÜí ç áðÜíôçóç åßíáé íáß, ôüôå ïé ößëïé óôç
STARNET & Direct TV ìðïñïýí íá óáò

âïçèÞóïõí!
ÔçëåöùíÞóôå óôï 866-854-7827 íá

åðáíáóõíäåèåßôå ìå ôï MEGA COSMOS
ÌÝ÷ñé 4 äùìÜôéá åãêáôÜóôáóç ìå ðáêÝôï

ðïõ áñ÷ßæåé áðü $24.98
óõìðåñéëáìâáíïìÝíïõ êáé ôïõ MEGA COS-

MOS.

(Ì ç  î å÷Üóåôå  íá  ô ïõò  ðåßôå  üôé
äéáâÜóáôå ôçí äéáöÞìéóç óôï 
ELLOPIA PRESS MAGAZINE)

Were  you  a  Mega Cosmos  cus-
t o m e r  a n d  h a v e  l o s t  a c c e s s  t o

t h e  s t a t i o n ?
If the answer is yes our friends at STAR

NET & DirectTV can help you!!!
Call 866-854-star (7827) to get Mega

Cosmos back!
Call now and find out how to get 
Mega Cosmos back in your home.

Up to four rooms installed for free with 
packages starting as low as $24.98 

including Mega Cosmos
CALL NOW! MEGA COSMOS IS ONLY

A PHONE CALL AWAY....

(P l e a s emention Ellopia P r e s sM a g a z i n e
when you c a l lS t a rN e t )

XÑÏÍÉÁ ÐÏËËÁXÑÏÍÉÁ ÐÏËËÁ
ÊÁËÇ ×ÑÏÍÉÁÊÁËÇ ×ÑÏÍÉÁ
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Ïpinions

.by anna paidoussi

this holiday season has started with stress and
unhappiness for  myself and my family. after los-
ing both my husband's grandmothers , a  great
uncle and my uncle frank in the space of 5 weeks
, my mom had a  stroke and we've been rolling like
a rudderless ship between churches and hospi-
tals, trying to keep up with responsibilities and the
care  and feeding of the twins and rehab centers. 

thanksgiving was a test  of our spirit this year. i
know that they are 'home' , that they  exist in orig-
inal form, spirit, that they are OK- heck they're way
more OK than we are. i pray that my mom will
come back to us with  some semblance of the
woman she was still intact. however that does  not
lessen the agony of the last debilitating time of ill-
ness, the  cavernous feelings of personal loss etc
etc etc. i was so worn with  the sadness and then
the realization that i was not able to take care  of
my family and be a good proxy for my mother-
torn between all who  waited for me for their very
survival.........my exhaustion and the  
heavy load i was beginning to feel began to over-
take my senses and my  sense of reality. the nurs-
es at my mother's hospital worried more  about
me than my mother. my husband, who saw me
come from the hospital too many times an ever so
flattering shade of gray actually  called his mom in
greece to come and help us for a few weeks . 

i use  this forum to share this with you all as i
know that many, many  people-especially women,
find themselves in this predicament (maybe  not
all the deaths at the same time) of being sand-
wiched between two  generations of intensive
care- the children and your family life on  one
hand, the parent(s) and your family on the other.
i've always  felt quite competent as a person. i am
nurturing by nature and though  a lousy house-
keeper i am focussed  and able to multi-task when
it  comes to other areas of my life. well, my
friends, all i can say  is........if in this position you

must have help. it is not a one  person gig. you will
lose your mind. 
a Priest friend of mine, also  rather worried about
me, asked me about how i was feeling and
pressed  me to "not let this trying time dampen my
Faith".  that, my friends,  is the only thing that
keeps me going. my Faith. i know that the Lord
will carry me if i fall and not let anything go wrong
if i fail. if  anything my Faith is stronger as i feel
everything around me get  weaker and more
cloudy.

i thank God for everything that is still in place, for
the friends  (and strangers) that offer help, for my
beautiful children and loving  husband, for my
mother-in-law who buried her mother  and then
left  her own family to come to the united states to
help me.Thy Will Be Done is the mantra constant-
ly on my lips as i run from  one responsibility to
another. as one after another of God's  decisions
send me reeling. 
Thy Will Be Done. ...................
May  God Bless us all

Phivos
Chrysafi

Accounter-
Auditor-

Consultant
25-56 31str Suite 303 - Astoria

NY 11102 
Tel: 718 956 4200 - email:

pchrysafi@aol.com
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6.  Human Rights:6.  Human Rights:All the U.N Plans safeguard human rights, taking
into account the restrictions in the Makarios-Denktas Agreement of
1977. DISY, AKEL and EDI have reached this conclusion. AKEL  decid-
ed that "the Annan Plan gradually restores human rights and basic free-
doms".

7.  Economy-Central Bank:7.  Economy-Central Bank:The United Nations, through their Plans,
promote the unification of the economy, which has been divided over
the past 43 years. The existence of only one Central Bank (for which
AKEL expresses satisfaction) and of one currency will conduce to the
unification of the economy.

8.  Probable oil reserves: 8.  Probable oil reserves: This is a specialised subject but it may
have colossal financial, social and geopolitical consequences on the
whole of Cyprus. It is advisable to negotiate it at the very outset-see my
article of 11/10/06.
9.  Refugees:9.  Refugees:The U.N Plans provide that 90.000 Greek Cypriot
refugees (56% of the total) will return to the areas which will be handed
back to us. An additional 10% will return to other areas. There are com-
plex procedures for the rest of the refugees, which must be discussed.
.10.  Settlers from Turkey:10.  Settlers from Turkey:A thorny and intractable problem, which
we let blow up over the years and which deteriorates as time goes by.
Their number today is approximately 150.000, quite higher than in
2004. If we do not have a solution of the Cyprus problem soon, the
number of the settlers will top the total population of Cyprus. (Similar is
the case of the Syrian city of Iskenderun   which was assimilated and
became part of Turkey through the dominant  numbers of Turkish set-
tlers). Mr Christofias took a realistic approach in 2004 and said that
50.000 settlers may stay in Cyprus.
11.  Occupation forces:11.  Occupation forces:Under the Annan Plan all the Turkish occu-
pation forces (39.000) would depart. A Greek and a Turkish contingent
of 950 and 650 men respectively would be stationed in Cyprus.
Although the contingents are not occupation forces, the whole matter
could be negotiated for full demilitarization (that was, after all, the rele-
vant provision in a previous version of the Plan). 
12.  Security-Guarantees:12.  Security-Guarantees:This matter was not discussed in a sub-
stantive manner at Burgenstock, where nothing was really negotiated. In
the 1960 Agreements we agreed that Turkey "may take action". We
deny the right of military intervention on the basis of Article 2 (4) of the
U.N Charter. 
If we decide to negotiate in good faith, with moderation and with full
cognizance of the existing difficulties and if we are determined to follow
a result -oriented process and avoid stalling, the -50 year - odyssey of
this country and its people may come to an end, in a matter of a few
months. Besides,  the Agreements and the Constitution of 1960, which
have not functioned properly for almost half a century, must be
renewed. We may thus move towards prosperity. Europe will get rid of
our sophistries, our maneuvers and our byzantine tactics. And the
United Nations will rid themselves of their oldest client (since 1964).
God bless, they have a lot of other clientele.

* Minister of Foreign Affairs 1978-1983
Minister of Commerce, Industry & Tourism 1998-2003
Member of the House of Representatives 1991-1996
President of the Liberal Party 1986-1998
Vice-President of  Liberal International 1994-1998

KCS 
Kyriakos Chris Skevas

Certified Public Accountant

Income Tax Services-Trust &
Estates

Accounting-Auditing-
Consulting-Tax Planning

Tel: 718 726 3167
25-56 31str #303
Astoria NY 11102
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Ronald McDonald House Thank
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your
support!

MARRY CHRISTMASMARRY CHRISTMAS

HAPPY NEW YEARHAPPY NEW YEAR

TWELVE POINTS FOR A SOLUTION
continued from page 9
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In the many years that Constantine Kitsopoulos has
been immersed in the arts to have the opportunity to lead the symphony
founded by renowned director David Katz is an honor. Since he was six
years old Kitsopoulos has been drawn to music in a large way.  His family
happened to be very musically inclined. First off, his mother was an opera
singer, and his brother and sister soon led the way down musical boule-
vard.  His brother Nick has become a composer and his sister Maria is a
cellist for the New York Symphony Orchestra. Recently Kitsopoulos has
debut at the Queensborough Community College Performing Arts Center on
November 17th.  The performance was a success as they offered the mas-
terworks of Beethoven, Copland and Puccini. Kitsopoulos attended the
Boston Conservatory then went on to Julliard in New York. 

The process of selecting a new conductor is not an
easy task yet among 130 applicants Kitsopoulos won the hearts of the
judges.  " It was an honor to be selected among such talented individuals,"
said Kitsopoulos.  The musicians are also in charge of making a decision.
A music director is not a simple job. A director has to one have a love for
the arts and the ability to led 75 individuals to work together. " A major
requirement is the level of knowledge in the field and to be able to be a peo-
ple person. I love working with musicians."

There are many different techniques to master to be
able to put it all together as one cohesive sound. " There is tremendous
amount of planning involved. It is a lot of work but well worth it at the end."
Kitsopoulos has based a lot of his work on the accomplishments of David
Katz. " I find his work very impressive and an inspiration for me. He has
contributed a lot to the Queens community. Just like I wish to do as well." 

Kitsopoulos has also appeared on Broadway with the direction of  " Les
Miserables", Puccini's production " La Boheme" and Frank Wildhorn's "
Dracula". He also conducted Di Capo Opera Theatre's production of " Faust"
and " Madama Butterfly". Just recently he directed the Queens Symphony
Orchestra at St. Johns University in the summer. Kitsopoulos has also per-
formed with the accompaniment of film. But he would like to some day
develop a score for an actual movie production. 
n comparison to conducting a symphony orchestra to a Broadway show
Kitsopoulos finds Broadway to be far more demanding. " There is a lot more
administrative work with a Broadway show than a symphony orchestra."
On the horizon he will be directing a Christmas Show with the Chatham
Opera in New Jersey and in a few months a Broadway show called " Coram
Boy". The " Coram Boy" was a play, which debuted in London. Kitsopoulos
also leads his own Opera Company called Chatham Opera which will be
performing starting December 15th -29th. Kitsopoulos found some of his
inspiration from the Boston Symphony Orchestra, Leonard Bernstein, his
teacher/conductor Vincent LaPelba and his mother Antonia Kitsopoulos
who was an Opera singer. He has also used the works of Greek composers,
Manolis Kalomeris, Theodorakis and George Stathankis.
" Coming from a musical household my mother was a great influence. My
children have also caught the musical bug. My son who will be graduating
soon as a Musical Education Major and my daughter plays the piano, oboe
and the guitar. I believe it is very important for children to be involved in the
arts. It is a healthy motivation."

Continiued on Page 21
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Kitsopoulos has also combined
modern music with orchestra at a
performance at Carnagie Hall with
artist Raul Ganis. It was a concerto
for turntable and orchestra, which
used a Djay scratching a record. The
scratching was utilized as a separate
instrument. " It was interesting how
the piece worked out. But I found it
an 

impressive move."  Kitospoulos can
also be heard on CD with two releas-
es one a brass compilation called "
Battle Creek" and the production of
"La Boheme". In January of 2007 he
will be releasing a new CD. As
Kitospoulos pointed out there are
many Greeks in the arts he is just
one that happened to capture the
spotlight once again. 

By Greg Michaelides
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With the steadfast belief that 2007 will
provide new opportunities to all

Hellenes to prosper and continue their
significant contribution to society, S??

wishes all
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays

and a Healthy and Prosperous 2007!
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continued from page12

Some of today's most successful
celebrities have joined together in a
new children's book/CD, titled
Growing Up With Loukoumi by Nick
Katsoris, to help children discover
that they can choose to be whatever
they want in life. This message is
increasingly important for children
as many struggle to
find appropriate role
models. The book
includes a narrated
CD featuring the voic-
es of singing legend
Gloria Gaynor
(Grammy Award win-
ner for "I Will
Survive,"), Oscar-
winning actress
Olympia Dukakis, national CBS cor-
respondent Alexis Christoforous,
American Idol Heartthrob
Constantine Maroulis, and Guiding
Light actor Frank Dicopoulos. 
In Growing Up With Loukoumi, a
lamb named Loukoumi struggles
with what she wants to be when she
grows up. She considers becoming
a firefighter, a judge or a doctor. As
she walks along, she encounters
several friends including Gus the
bear, Fistiki the cat, Dean the dog

and Marika the monkey. Each friend
explains to Loukoumi that she can
be whatever her heart desires. If she
wants to be a singing star, a police-
man or even an Oscar winning
actress, then she can do it!  The key
is that she must always believe in
herself, stay positive and work hard

because "if you believe in
yourself, your dreams will
come true!"
Each celebrity voices a
character that encour-
ages Loukoumi to reach
for her dreams, which is
especially meaningful
when being heard from
such inspirational and
successful adults. For

example, in the book Marika the
monkey voiced by Dukakis says she
wants to be a great actor and win an
Oscar, an accomplishment Dukakis
has achieved in her own career.  The
character of Dean the dog, voiced by
Dicopoulos says he wants to be a
police captain, a role that Dicopoulos
has played on Guiding Light for over
20 years.   The premiere of the book
and the CD was held at the
Children's Museum of Manhattan 
www.loukoumi.com)

Growing Up With Loukoumi

By Nick Katsoris
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Wine lover's rejoice! The world is now your vineyard.  With the launch
of EthnicCellars.com, the first website completely devoted to the sale
and promotion of ethnic wines, adventurous oenophiles everywhere
have the opportunity to discover and buy fine wines from around the
globe with just a click of the mouse. At EthnicCellars.com, the savvy
and inquisitive wine consumer can peruse through a vast selection of
wines from more than 35 countries representing five continents.

Many of the selections available at EthnicCellars.com come from
emerging wine regions and are not well known to the average con-
sumer.  Yet it is exactly these underrepresented wines that offer the
connoisseur a taste of something different if not unique. Greece, a
nation with a 4,000 year-old tradition of winemaking, produces some
wonderful wines from indigenous grape varietals grown nowhere else
in the world.    

The popularity of ethnic food is booming nationwide. Culinary con-
sumers are already experiencing new flavors and tastes, it follows that
these same consumers are ready to delve into and explore the world
of ethnic wines. The mission of EthnicCellars.com is to inform, edu-
cate, and make these fine ethnic wines readily available to the buying
public.  The "Cellar Master" of EthnicCellars.com, Konstantine
Drougos explains, "Most of the wines we carry can't be properly rep-
resented in a traditional wine store environment.  There just isn't
enough shelf space." 

EthnicCellars.com has set up its website in an Amazon.com-like
model; it will be responsible for marketing and serve as the retail point
of sale, obtaining individual wine selections through established dis-
tribution channels.
Consumers will be able to use EthnicCellars.com as a point of refer-
ence where they can educate themselves about various types of wine,
individual grape varietals, as well as the culture and traditions of the
countries we represent.

The creators of EthnicCellars.com see it as more of a "lifestyle"
website than as an internet storefront for international wines.  At
EthnicCellars.com, a customer will be able to get recommendations
from top sommeliers, food pairing advice from professional chefs,
read the "Critics Corner," and even download material and instructions
to host your very own wine tasting party.  HOW ABOUT A QUOTE
FROM  THE CELLAR MASTER to WRAP THINGS UP? (something
about future goals or consumers enjoying the site…etc)

For more information contact Kiki Karagaeorge by email
kiki@amerikus.com or by phone: (office) 212-683-5021 / 

The world is now your vineyard

EthnicCellars.com where you can
find ALLthe wonder wines of the
world.

Bay Ridge Bakery Classic Patisserie, 7805 5th Avenue,
Brooklyn, New York 11209

Retail phone 718-238-0014 | Wholesale phone 718-238-1779
| Fax 718-238-7392
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Yannis Stavrou was born in Thessaloniki, Greece, in 1948. He originally stud-
ied sculpture at the Athens School of Fine Arts before painting won him over.
He currently lives and works in Athens.  
He has done twenty six solo shows and participates in group exhibitions reg-
ularly. His works have been acquired by public and private collections all
over the world.  

“An offspring himself of the lucky generation, which witnessed the historical
heart-rending moments of Greek urban centers, and more closely so in his
city of Thessaloniki, he takes us by the hand, striding with confident strokes
back to our legendary childhood evoked by his images; deep down into the
bottomless hollow of Thermaikos harbour, where the massive metal shapes
of ships are hovering all aloof, emerging through the midst of cracking-
dawn's fog; up through the steep alleys traversing our neighborhood and
past the fading reflections of its households. The street-lamps' flickering light
is cast upon windowpanes mixing with the first-born crescents of the rising
sun. Our last stop finds us in the heart of the city center's morning awaken-
ing. And there, in the midst of the evocative setting of inter-war flats dis-
cerned by an artificial air of cosmopolitan facade, we spot the fine silhouette
of a tram sliding through semi-darkness.
Yannis Stavrou's serene images render a lifetime's essence - an essence of
matter and spirit. In his own universe, he is moulding a harmonious relation-
ship between the "urban landscape" and infinity. In infinity's unlimited
domain he dares to boldly project the nature of his feelings through the use
of light. No doubt, he is aware that light expresses best a city's soul...His vio-
let hues embellished with golden tinges render the uncompromising, "multi-
ethnic" dimension of the beautiful city of Thessaloniki..."
Dr Manos G. Biris, Professor of the Architecture History in the Polytechnic
School of Athens, 2000  

According to Yanni Stavrou an artist's irritable disposition is, more or less,
common knowledge, even though most find it difficult to account for it. At the
core of an artist's identity lies nothing else but his refined sense of "aesthet-
ic beauty". This quality enables him to withdraw great ecstatic pleasure. The
artist's aim - though not always a successful one - is to share this pleasure
with his work recipient.

Parallel to this sense of what is "beautiful" is the exact opposite, that is per-
ceiving the disproportionate and the ugly. For an artist, there is no distinction
between what is beautiful and what is right. Artists never see something ugly
or evil where there is none, but they very often do so in places where a non-
artist sees nothing disturbing. Consequently, artistic irritability is not associ-
ated with "inner sensitivity", as many would think, but equals a deeper than
average insight with regard to all things fake or ugly. This insight is but anoth-
er expression of the acute sense of what is right and balanced.

I t  can be safe ly  sa id  that  a  man who is  not  i r r i tab le  is
not  an ar t is t .  You can f igure by now that  ar t is ts  are

the most solitary and isolated human beings in mod-
ern times.

A few exceptions serve to confirm the rule. I'd better specify, that when I talk
about artists in general I usually have painters in mind as I know them bet-
ter.

In times when time and profit are overestimated and the universal
utilitarian ideology threatens to become a national mania, there is not much
room left for inquiring minds and products of artistic value. The truth is that
artists and their work have become objects of hatred in the last two cen-
turies. I still haven't be able to detect those dark minds that in the name of
research (a work proper of a science), have doomed and twisted the poten-
tials of a real artist to produce a work of artistic merit. 
Even non-experts are familiar with the growth of every single nonsense, fail-
ure, or secret envy to the expense of intelligence, capability and the ultimate
act of sacrifice required by artistic creation.

Entire volumes and libraries made their appearance in order to justify, pro-
mote, propose and finally impose items manufactured exclusively for 20th
century's uncultured nouveaux riches. The value of a piece of art is set sole-
ly by its price.

cont. from page 14

Public relations with their superficial
manifestations tend to violate and slyly substitute
priorities and the old system of values as well as
distort history by replacing the authentic with a
fake replica. Genuine artistic creation - this won-
drous quality requiring talent, hard work, self
denial, truth and love - has been gradually reduced
to nought. Unfortunately, you may come across
an alternative version of these matters, praising
generally well-known nonsense. Read them the
other way round and you'll be right. Follow your
instincts and common sense and express your-
selves freely. Such phenomena can not be over-
simplified. In this particular period we live in, it is
high time that we reconsidered our troubles.

Not only artistic issues suffer under the
burden of modern times. Man himself is a victim
literally punished. Every Greek citizen pays the
price of all kinds of "progress" and in his turn he
makes the rest suffer too. Allow me to say with
certainty that, in the name of a more widely repre-
sented democracy, modern man is bold and
cheeky in setting free and showing of his inner
self. What could be more horrifying than this?

And even more awesome is the pas-
sivity which paralyzes every natural reaction. We

all stand speechless, allowing with an "illuminat-
ing understanding" successive violations. We all
have a share of responsibility. We all, more or 
ess, got carried away by a culture of suspicious
origin, loading us with quilt for acts that were not
our doing. We respond with infinite respect to all
things evil. We recognize illegitimate rights and
give up our own to save the monster. 

n the name of "social policy" and
"human rights", the all-corrupt face of

impudence, insolence and selfish suffi -
c i e n c y  g r o w s  s t r o n g e r .  I t ' s  s t r i c t l y  a
democracy of rights and no obliga-

tions whatsoever. All that technology,
democracy and "evolution"! So many

"benefits" for nothing!

Glass Eyes, Resurrected Gazes
On Yannis Stavrou's painting "There is a glass
eye that dreams of me"Giorgos Themelis

In what terms can we discuss painting today?
First of all, we have to choose between the world
of shapes - the sovereignty of art - and the world
of reflections. By reflections I mean the kingdom
of shadows which feign existence due to the
short-lived and accidental power provided by the
medium itself. I'm obviously referring to the glass
eye of television, 
juxtaposing it to the still - but not motionless -
images of painting. As time goes by, I have come
to realize that an irreconcilable battle has been
raging in me. There are those works of art I have
loved, which come from the past and rightly
aspire to inhabit our future. And there is televi-
sion's overweening sorcery which pretends to
authority without, however, exorcising vulgarity.

This is why I said before that we have to choose.
I meant to say that, in modern times, painting is 

above all an act of resistance of the gaze. This is
a silent, and yet valid, protest against the overflow
of unthinkable and thoughtless images which

keep nibbling on our time and conscience.These
images reach us following orders from above; I
have no doubt anymore. In order to weigh us
down politically and ideologically, a host of latter-

day Metternich's of sold-out images have first to
trivialize our aesthetics.

This is how I approach the painting of
my friend Yannis Stavrou. He is the nostalgic
advocate of a different Thessaloniki, the orderly
tracker of those small treasures that lie hidden in
the pockets of daily routine. I see his paintings as
a challenge for an inner voyage, an opportunity for
a resurrection of the gaze - a prolongation of real
life. 
His compositions are structured around two
opposite poles: tenderness and a sturdy rhythm; a
sense for detail and understanding of the whole; a
kind of sentimental escape to mirthful images, as
Kosmas Politis would put it, and a preoccupation
with form, represented in an unadorned and solid
fashion. 

His paintings keep alive the memory of
those places he fell in love with in the past or cre-
ate novel seas for new journeys. Here plasticity is
achieved via abstractive processes, and else-
where a tiny light - one catalytic brushstroke -
unveils a well-hidden secret. His heavy blues are
electrified with orange iridescences and his reds
never leave his blacks or dark greens unaccom-
panied. 

This is how it goes: what is sweet
should always come out of what is bitter, and vice
versa. Stavrou's art is guided by his perseverance
in striving for a self-sufficient visual language and
by his grasp, empirical and therefore true, of mod-
ern Greek painting - from Papaloukas to
Tsarouchis and from Spyropoulos to Tetsis - until
he finds his own style, Clive Bell's 'significant
form' or Cassirer and Panofsky's 'symbolic form.'
In other words a character of its own which will
mark his work regardless of the period it was cre-
ated. Let me not baffle you with any further tech-
nicalities. The robustness of Yannis Stavrou's
painting lies in that it can be enjoyed without the
aid of theoretical crutches and critical witticisms.
Such improprieties would be unfitting, all the more
so as I was born a straight-talking son of Piraeus.
Art Historian, Critic, Professor Manos Stefanidis, 

YANNIS STAVROU

The painter who touches upon the city’s metaphysical tissue.

YANNIS STAVROU

The painter who touches upon the city’s metaphysical tissue. 
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Ç 4000 ÷ñüíùí ìáóôß÷á ðïõ åðéëÝãåé ìõóôçñéùäþò íá
“ãåííéÝôáé” ìüíï óôï íçóß ôçò ×ßïõ, óõóôÞèçêå ðñüóöáôá óôï
Áìåñéêáíéêü êïéíü.
Óå äéÜöïñåò ìïñöÝò êáé ãåýóåéò. Áëëùôå ðëïýóéá êáé ðéêÜíôéêç, Üëëùôå
óáãçíåõôéêÞ ìå óïêïëáôÝíéá ìïñöÞ.

Ôçí ìïíáäéêÞ êñõóôÜëéíç ìáóôß÷á ôçò ×ßïõ ðáñïõóßáóå ôï
French Colinary Institute of Manhattan. Ïé êáëåóìÝíïé åß÷áí ôçí åõêáéñßá
íá äïõí óå ôñåßò äéáöïñåôéêÝ ðáñïõóéÜóåéò ôçí ÷ñÞóç ôçò ìáóôß÷áò
óôçí êáèçìåñéíÞ äéáôñïöÞ áëëÜ êáé þò âáóéêü óõóôáôéêü óå ðñïúüíôá
ïìïñöéÜò.
Ðñüêåéôáé ãéá Ýíá Ýñãï ôÝ÷íçò ðïõ öéëïôÝ÷íçóå ç ãÞ êáé ðïõ
÷ñçóéìïðïéÞèçêå óôçí ìåóïãåéáêÞ êïõæßíá, áðü ôïõò áñ÷áßïõò ÷ñüíïõò
- óýìöùíá ìå ôåêìçñéùìÝíåò ðçãÝò - áêüìá êáé ãéá öáñìáêåõôéêïýò
óêïðïýò, ìéá êáé èåùñåßôáé ðùò Ý÷åé áêüìá êáé éáìáôéêÝò éäéüôçôåò.
ÁðïäåäåéãìÝíá ç ìáóôß÷á Ý÷åé óôçí óýóôáóÞ ôçò áíôéóõðôéêÝò êáé
áíôéöëåãìáôþäåéò éäéüôçôåò. ÌÜëéóôá ãéá ÷éëéÜäåò ÷ñüíéá ïé êÜôïéêïé ôçò
ðåñéï÷Þò ìáóïýóáí ôçí ìáóôß÷á  ãéá íá áíáêïõöéóôïýí áðü
ãáóôñïíïìéêÝò åíï÷ëÞóåéò. Óôçí ðáñïõóßáóç óõììåôåß÷áí ïé óåöò:
ÓôÝëéïò ÐáñëéÜñïò, Diane Kochilas, êáé ï Jim Botsacos. “óêïðüò ìïõ
åßíáé íá åöáñìüóù ôéò ãíþóåéò êáé üëåò ôéò ôå÷íéêÝò ðïõ ãíùñßæù, óôçí
êëáóóéêÞ ìïñöÞ ôçò åëëçíéêÞò êïõæßíáò, ÷ùñßò íá êáôáðáôÞóù ôçí
áõèåíôéêüôçôá  ðïõ ôçò ðñïóäßäïõí ïé áéþíåò”

chiosmastiha

Ôáîßäé ÁíáôïëéêÜ óôçí Ìåóüãåéï
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"Live Your Myth in Greece", Greece's spot-on tourist slogan is not a hollow
dictum: the gods had good reason to settle on Mount Olympus.  And today,
more than ever, mere mortals from around the world are drawn to the same
sea, sun, mountains and islands that held such divine appeal.  But there is
another inseparable component to Greece's global pull, the power of Greek
culture.

The new International Institute of Tourism - Culture and Sustainable
Development understands that Greek culture and the country's glorious land-
scape are combined into one spirit that sends out that indefinable, mythic
invitation experienced by so many visitors to Greece: here you can discover
who you want to be.  It's magic.

A bewitching theatrical production, Music of the Sun and the Moon, directed
by Peris Michaelides, about the Greek spirit as it has developed through the
centuries, performed by moonlight among the columns of the Roman Agora,
near the Tower of the Winds, in Athens, formally inaugurated the International
Institute of Tourism - Culture and Sustainable Development on September
25.  It too, was magic.

Nine women and one man, choreographed by Tatiana Mirkou, perform the
play in blood-red tops and sculptural black skirts, looking almost like archa-
ic samurai -- their skirts swinging out in different directions as if blown by
sudden gusts of wind or like the wings of birds frozen in flight.

Composer Yiorgos Bountouvis often brings on an audience frisson in this
eighteen-part musical journey about the the sun and the moon, genesis, the
masculine and the feminine, light and darkness, erotic love, and Christ's love
for mankind, particularly when the actors sing his compositions that incor-
porate fragments of the earliest known ancient music, and the Byzantine
"Christ's Passion".
The message of Music of the Sun and the Moon is momentous and timely in

view of the tumult of contemporary world events.  It is that  light and love
must prevail in this life.  This is revealed in Part One of the play, Hesiod's
Theogony, about the mythic beginnings of the Greek people, as the secret
code of the Greek alphabet and the numbers one through ten are spoken.
The letters of the alphabet, it is now known, says Mr. 
Bountouvis, and the numbers one through ten are acronyms of words of a
profound prayer to the universal deity.  Send light, it asks, to the sun and
from the sun to Greece, the land of light, so it can be scattered from there
around the world, replacing the darkness of Nyx, the night.  The first letters
of the numbers one through ten spell Psyche. "When we speak Greek," says
Bountouvis, we don't know it, but we are praying."  
There are recitations from ancient Greek tragedies and the Roman tradition,
leading up to Tsitsanis and Vamvakaris, 20th century Greek "blues" com-
posers (rembetes), and Hatzidakis, ending with Theodorakis's, "Zorba the
Greek," now an international symbol of Greece.  The night air of the Roman
Agora was filled with the sounds of happy people.

Encouraging the creation of high-quality modern Greek cultural productions
easily understood by a wide audience and not just by an intellectual elite,
their performance in archaeological spaces in Greece, and their international
export as a vehicle for communication between nations as well as promot-
ing tourism to Greece, are the aims of the International Institute of Tourism -
Culture and Sustainable Development, says its 
president, Yannis Evaggelou.  This production deserves international expo-
sure.  Let there be light. 

For more information please contact:
The International Institute of Tourism - Culture and  Sustainable
Development.Tel: 011-30-2109246601 & 602, Fax: 011-30-2109246603,
email to:info@inst-tcsd.org
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In the first half of the 6th century B.C.,
Sparta was one of the most important centers for

artistic production, particularly for bronze works, as shown in
such rare pieces as the hoplite figurines, a black-figure hydria
depicting riders and warriors, from 555-550 B.C., a relief votive
stele representing an enthroned couple, from 550-525 B.C., and a
group of ivory figurines from the Sanctuary of Artemis Orthia from
700-650 B.C. 

Athens-Sparta balances out contemporary perspec-
tives on the uneven cultural relationship between the
two ancient city-states, in which Attic art has tradi-

tionally been recognized as the more advanced of
the two. This higher regard for Attic art can
be understood in the broader context of
Attic culture as a whole, perceived as more
refined and expressive than its rival neigh-
bor. In contrast, Laconic culture - and by
extension Laconic art - is generally consid-
ered austere and conservative. By bringing

together such a vast selection of impor-
tant artifacts from each city-state,
Athens-Sparta challenges these percep-
tions, bringing to light the refinements

of Laconic art and culture. This exhibition
highlights the accomplishments of Spartan artists
and gives viewers the chance to find a depth and
complexity in Laconic art that is normally overshad-
owed by that of Athens. Shedding light on Laconic
art's refinements, Athens-Sparta features such exqui-
site artifacts as a bronze figurine from 525-500 B.C.,

of a young female runner in mid-stride, 
with an expressive face, long flowing hair, 
and graceful athletic body; a rare clay 
Laconian kylix from 560-550 B.C., one of 
the earliest to portray the myth of Atlas 
and his brother Prometheus' suffering 
eternally under Zeus' punishments. 
Through such artifacts visitors are 
given the rare opportunity to examine 
the differences between the distinct 
philosophical, political, and cultural 
ways of life of the two Hellenic 
city-states, aspects of which 
continue to resonate in culture 
and human behavior in the present.

This exhibition includes loans 
from the Acropolis Museum, 
Epigraphical Museum, Kerameikos 
Archaeological Museum, National 
Archaeological Museum, the Numismatic 
Museum, 3rd Ephorate of Prehistoric 
and Classical Antiquities, the Archaeological 
Museum in Marathon, the Archaeological 
Museum in Olympia, the Archaeological Museum 
in Rhodes, and the Archaeological Museum 
in Sparta, all located in Greece. Athens-Sparta 
will also include pieces from the Vatican 
Museums, Vatican City; the Boston Museum of Fine
Arts; and the American Numismatic Society, in New
York. 
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SO CLOSE SO CLOSE 
AND YETAND YET
..... SO FAR..... SO FAR

Two important city centers of ancient
Hellas, geographically at  least, fairly

close in proximity. That is, howev-
er, where it pretty much ends.
These were two cities quite differ-
ent in belief systems and mode of
living. And these two cities live
again in the exhibit  "Athens-
Sparta: 8th to 5th century BC".
300 artifacts shed  light on 3 cen-

turies of ancient history
with its magical lan-

guage of silence  and
wisdom of the jour-

ney to ancient times.
This extraordinary  exhibit , where
guests can experience the everyday
lives of Spartans  
and Athenians, is courtesy of the
Onassis Foundation Center. An
exhibit  
which goes beyond the simply
archeological to a trip back in
time.  

Athens-Sparta, an exhibition of rare
archaeological artifacts and works of art
from Athens and Sparta, Greece,
opened at the Onassis Cultural Center in
New York City on December 6, 2006. 

Highlights of the exhibition include
treasures such as a marble statue of a
hoplite, known as "Leonidas", from the
end of the 5th century B.C.; a marble stat-
ue of an Athenian Kore from the Acropolis
Museum, from the 5th century B.C.; bronze
figurines of hoplites from Sparta, from the
8th to the 6th centuries B.C.; a ceramic kylix
by the Arkesilas Painter from the 6th centu-

ry B.C.; a marble statuette of Athena from the mid-4th
century B.C.; Attic marble reliefs and grave stele from
the late 5th century B.C.; and arrowheads and spear-
heads from Thermopylae, the famous 5th century bat-
tlefield. 

The 289 exquisite
artifacts in the exhibi-

tion, many of which are
traveling abroad for the
first time, will be on

view at the Onassis
Cultural Center in

New York
t h r o u g h
May 12,
2007. thens-
Sparta consists
of three sections
representing the cultur-
al development of the two
most important city-states in ancient
Greece, along with an introduction that focuses
on the two cities' formations. 

The first section explores their artistic,
social, and cultural developments from the
Late Geometric period through the
Archaic period (8th to the 5th centuries
B.C.), including metal work, pottery,
and public monuments. 
While Sparta was not making the
same strides in monumental struc-
tures as Athens during this period, it
did flourish in other areas including
metal work, ivory sculpture, and pot-
tery.
Athens-Sparta consists of three
sections representing the cul-
tural development of
the two most impor-
tant city-states in
ancient Greece, along
with an introduction
that focuses on the two
cities' formations. 

ATHENS   SPARTA
NEW EXHIBITION
BRINGS LACONIC
AND ATTIC ARTI-
FACTS TO THE U.S.
FOR THE FIRST TIME 

Onassis Cultural Center
Monday-Saturday, 10:00AM-6:00PM
Free Admission

December 6, 2006 - May 12, 2007


